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Article I.  Name


The name of this organization shall be The Peyton Society of Virginia, hereinafter referred to as the “Society.”








Article II.  Purposes


The Society is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, literary, and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.  The Society’s primary purposes are to honor the heritage handed down to succeeding generations of Peyton descendants from their honorable ancestors; to collect and preserve records of members of this family; to maintain and restore places associated with Peytons, bearing in mind the sacrifices made by the early pioneers in this family in settling the American Continent; to continue its educational work in genealogy and heraldry; and to bring into close relationship Peyton descendants all over the world.








Article III.  Membership


The criteria for admission to membership are support for the purposes of the Society and the payment of dues.  Categories of membership and their corresponding qualifications shall be specified in the Society’s Bylaws.





Article IV.  Officers and Executive Committee


Section 1.  Composition





The Officers of the Society shall include the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Membership Secretary, Archivist, Historian, and Genealogist.  The Executive Committee shall include the Officers of the Society, the Past Presidents ex officio, and up to five additional Members-at-large who may also be designated as Assistants to the Officers.





Section 2.  Election and Term of Office


The Officers and Members-at-large shall be elected by the membership for a term of three years but each shall serve until his or her successor shall take office.  Any member of the Executive Committee may be re-elected by the membership.  The terms of the Officers and Members-at-large shall begin at the end of the meeting at which the slate of new Officers and Members-at-large is elected.  





Section 3.  Powers and Duties


The powers and duties of the Executive Committee shall include guidance and direction of the Society in furtherance of its purposes, financial management, organizational continuity, and communication with the Society’s membership and with the public.  The Executive Committee shall have the power to transact the Society’s business between membership meetings.





A.  President


The President shall be the chief executive officer of the Society; shall preside at all meetings of the membership and the Executive Committee; and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


B.  Vice-President


The Vice-President shall, in the absence of the President, preside at meetings of the membership and the Executive Committee and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


C.  Treasurer


The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all Society funds and financial records and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


E.  Recording Secretary


The Recording Secretary shall be responsible for keeping of all minutes of meetings of the membership and Executive Committee and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


�
F.  Membership Secretary


The Membership Secretary shall be responsible for the compilation and maintenance of the membership database and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


G.   Archivist


The Archivist shall be the custodian of all nonfinancial records of the Society and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


H.  Historian


The Historian shall be responsible for the compilation and maintenance of the history of the Peyton Society and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


I.  Genealogist


The Genealogist shall oversee all matters pertaining to genealogy of the Society’s members and shall perform such other duties as are specified in the Society’s Bylaws.


J.  Members-at-large


Members-at-large shall perform such duties as may be assigned to them by the Executive Committee.








Article V.  Meetings of the Society


The Society’s members shall ordinarily hold one regular meeting each year.  Additional meetings may be held at the discretion of the Executive Committee or upon written request of fifteen voting members to the President.
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Article VI.  Other Governing Documents


The Society shall also be governed by its Bylaws which shall have the same force and effect as this Constitution, insofar as they are consistent with the latter.  Additionally, the Executive Committee may adopt or amend Policies and Procedures to effect the Society’s purposes insofar as the former are consistent with the Society’s Constitution and Bylaws. 





Article VII.  Amendments


This Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting, or at a special meeting called by the President for such a purpose, by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present.  An amendment shall be effective as of the beginning of the meeting at which it is made, unless otherwise provided therefor.





—————


The foregoing Constitution was adopted at the twenty-second annual meeting of The Peyton Society of Virginia held at Aquia Church, Stafford County, Virginia, on May 20, 1973, and was amended at annual meetings of the said Society duly held  at Aquia Church on May 18, 1975, May 29, 1977, May 21, 1978, May 13, 1981, May 16, 1982, May 20, 1990, May 19, 1991, and May 21, 2000, respectively.





Permanent mailing address:


	The Peyton Society of Virginia


	c/o Aquia Episcopal Church


	P. O. Box 275


Stafford, Virginia  22555-0275























